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Certain defects in the international application 


□ 


Box No. Vm 


Certain observations on the international application 



4. The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules A4bis3(c) and 93bisA but 
not t except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
date (Rule 4Abis .2). 





Date of issuance of this report 
24 April 2006 (24.04.2006) 


The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. +41 22 740 14 35 


Authorized officer ! 

Nora Lindner 

Telephone No. +41 22 338 89 65 



Form PCT/1B/373 (January 2004) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



1REC 'D 09 FEB 2005 



From the 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



QVIPO 



PCT 



To: 



see form PCT/ISA/220 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(PCT Rule 436/S.1) 



Date of mailing 

(dayAnonthfyear) see form PC77ISA£1 0 (second sheet) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 




FOR FURTHER ACTION 


see form PCT/ISA/220 




See paragraph 2 below 


international application No. 


International filing date (day/monlh/year) 


Priority date (dayfinonthfyear) 


PCT/GB2004/004495 


22.10.2004 




23.10.2003 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 




A01K27/00 








Applicant 








THE COMPANY OF ANIMALS LIMITED 







1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

El Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

□ Box No. II Priority 

B Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

□ Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 

B Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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International Bureau under Rule 66.1o/s(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 
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months from the date of mailing of Form PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA£20. 
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Box No. I Basis ol the opinion 



1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2 With regard to any nucleotide andfor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filingyfurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andfcr table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, Inventive step and Industrial 
applicability . 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 

H claims Nos. 16,19,21 



□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

B the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 1 6 are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

see separate sheet 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

H no international search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. 19,21 

□ the nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 

the written form □ has not been furnished / 

□ does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 



□ the tables related to the nucleotide anctor amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

E3 See separate sheet for further details 



because: 



□ 



does not comply with the standard 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1 (a)(i) with regardito novelty, Inventive step or 
Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-15,17,18,20 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-15,17,18,20 




No: 


Claims 




industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-15,17,18,20 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item HI 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

Claims 19 and 21 contain references to the description and the drawings. According to 
Rule 6.2(a) PCT, claims should not contain such references except where absolutely 
necessary, which is not the case here. 

Claim 16 discloses an attachment on the chest strap for a leading strap whose 
movement is constrained along said chest strap, whereas claim 1 , on which claim 16 is 
dependent, discloses an attachment slidably mounted on the chest strap for movement 
therealong. 

The embodiment of the invention described in claim 16 does not fall within the scope of 
claim 1 . This inconsistency between claims leads to doubt concerning the matter for 
which protection is sought, thereby rendering the claims unclear, Article 6 PCT. 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : GB-A-2 228 660 (MURIEL ENID JAGGER) 5 September 1990 (1 990-09-05) 

2. The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter 
of claim 1, and shows (the references in parentheses applying to this document) a 
harness for a dog including a chest strap (4) lying across the chest of the animal in 
front of the forelegs including an attachment (7) for a leading strap (2) 

The subject-matter of independent claims 1 and 20 differ from this known harness 
in that the attachment for the leading strap is slidably mounted on the chest strap 
for movement therealong 

The subject-matter of claims 1 and 20 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as allowing to 
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guide a dog to the left or to the right instead of just pulling it towards that direction 
and preventing said harness from rotating around the dog's body when the lead is 
pulled. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) because the 
available prior art includes mainly dog harnesses to which a lead is attached on 
the back strap without suggesting any attachment on the chest strap that can be 
slid therealong 

Claims 2 to 15, 17 and 18 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the 
requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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